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this game are held by owners and their use is

allowed under the fair use clause of the
Copyright Law.1. Field of the Invention The

present invention relates to the broadcasting of
digital television signals, and more particularly,

to the transmission of such signals in an
efficient, flexible manner, while ensuring proper
reception by the system end user. 2. Description
of the Related Art Broadcasters generate video
signals having a standard number of channels

by transmitting the video and audio information
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for each channel in sequential "time slots," each
time slot being a predetermined time period. In

NTSC or PAL-type digital TV systems, for
example, six or eight time slots of video and

audio information are transmitted each second
for approximately twenty seconds. Most TV's

available in the marketplace include means for
selecting channels by frequency, based on the

particular system, e.g. NTSC or PAL. The number
of channels is usually limited to 100 or 200 by
the selection technique. The digital television

signal generated by a broadcaster will typically
include a plurality of successive fields, each field
including the video information of a single time

slot. Each field may consist of a preamble,
timing pulse and a plurality of video and audio

lines. The video and audio information
associated with successive fields, for example,
is divided into packets or groups of packets. In
general, video and audio information is divided

into packets in accordance with a system-
specific packet pattern. Generally, a basic

concept used in the transmitting of a digital
television signal has been to divide the basic

data stream into the number of programs
desired to be broadcast in an environment
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where the digital data stream is communicated
in real time, i.e., in a non-compressed manner.
Each program of video information has been

separated into packets. Each packet is encoded,
for example, using run length encoding to take
advantage of statistical redundancy. In general,
the packets of a particular program are encoded

separately and later placed together to form
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